
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE​
 

Contact: info@richardhuntsculptor.org  

Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation ​
Welcomes New Board Members 

 

Pamela Royall, Joseph Tyler, and Edward Welburn join the organization’s ​
distinguished Board of Directors, and Vicki Heyman and John Thompson 

join the Advisory Board. 

 

(Chicago, June 9, 2026) – The Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation is pleased to announce three 

new members to its Board of Directors: Pamela Kiecker Royall, PhD, Joseph E. Tyler III, and 

Edward T. Welburn. In addition, Vicki Heyman and John Thompson have joined the foundation’s 

Advisory Board. These new members join the foundation at a pivotal moment as it continues its 

mission to advance public awareness, education, and appreciation of the extraordinary life and 

art of the renowned American sculptor Richard Hunt. 

 

Board of Directors​
 

Pamela Kiecker Royall, PhD, serves as a prominent higher education research leader and 

philanthropist whose dedication to increasing representation in public collections 

provides the foundation with strategic insight into marketing and arts institutional 

support. 

 

Joseph E. Tyler III brings extensive expertise as a senior vice president at Bank of 

America, where his experience will be vital in shaping the foundation’s long-term 

financial solidity and guiding its fundraising strategies. 

 

Edward T. Welburn, a pioneering General Motors designer whose archives are at the 

Smithsonian, offers a distinguished background in creative leadership and a deep-seated 

commitment to arts advocacy and education. 
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Advisory Board​
 

Vicki Heyman is a Chicago-based philanthropist, author, and co-founder of Uncharted 

LLC who leverages diplomacy, political activism, and the arts to drive global social 

change and youth empowerment. 

 

John Thompson is a veteran entrepreneur and civic strategist who brings a wealth of 

leadership experience as a renowned collector of African American art and the former 

President of the Board of Governors for the Indianapolis Museum of Art. 

 

“We are thrilled to welcome Pam Royall, Joe Tyler, Ed Welburn, Vicki Heyman, and John 

Thompson to our organization,” says BK Fulton, Chairman of the Board of Directors. “Their 

expertise will be vital as we implement our strategic plan and work toward our long-term goal 

of building an endowment. This expansion of our Board of Directors ensures we have the 

leadership to continue championing Hunt’s genius, increasing our digital and educational 

outreach, and ensuring his unparalleled legacy continues to inspire future generations.” 

 

Established as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization at the direction of Richard Hunt, the 

foundation has spent the time since his passing in 2023 solidifying his monumental legacy. The 

newly appointed board members will help guide the foundation following a historic period of 

achievement. Recently, the foundation published the first posthumous Artist’s CV, a 

meticulously researched resource documenting 200 solo exhibitions and over 350 previously 

undocumented group exhibitions spanning Hunt’s seven-decade career. The foundation has also 

supported major posthumous exhibitions, such as Richard Hunt: Pressure at the Institute of 

Contemporary Art, Miami—his first U.S. institutional survey since his passing—along with 

several exhibition catalogues.  

 

A full list of the foundation’s Board of Directors is available at 

www.richardhuntsculptor.org/board and its Advisory Board Members at 

www.richardhuntsculptor.org/advisory-board  

 

About Richard Hunt 

Richard Hunt (1935-2023) was a celebrated American metal sculptor who was the subject of 

more than 200 solo exhibitions, more than 350 group exhibitions, and featured as the first 

African American sculptor to have a retrospective at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in 

1971. His metal sculpture is notable for its widespread presence in more than 130 museum 

collections. Hunt made the largest contribution to public sculpture in the United States, with 

more than 160 commissions gracing prominent locations in 24 states and Washington, D.C. 

2 

https://www.richardhuntsculptor.org/artists-cv
https://icamiami.org/exhibition/richard-hunt-pressure/
http://www.richardhuntsculptor.org/board
http://www.richardhuntsculptor.org/advisory-board


 

 

Richard Hunt considered artistic freedom to be the most important aspect of his career: “I am 

interested more than anything else in being a free person. To me, that means that I can make 

what I want to make, regardless of what anyone else thinks I should make.” 

 

Richard Hunt served on dozens of boards, committees, and councils during his lifetime, 

including serving as a Commissioner for the National Museum of American Art, part of the 

Smithsonian Institution, and as the first African American visual artist to serve on the National 

Council on the Arts. In addition, Hunt received more than 45 major awards, including the John 

Simon Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship, the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 

International Sculpture Center, the Fifth Star Award from the City of Chicago, and the Legends 

and Legacy Award from the Art Institute of Chicago.   

 

Among his works, Hunt paid tribute to some of his nation’s greatest heroes, including Martin 

Luther King, Jr., Mary McLeod Bethune, Jesse Owens, Hobart Taylor, Jr., and Ida B. Wells-Barnett. 

In 2022, Barack Obama commissioned Hunt to create a sculptural work for the Obama 

Presidential Center in Chicago. Book Bird (2023) graces the Library Reading Garden outside the 

new Chicago Public Library branch on the campus. 

 

About the Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation 

The Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that advances public 

awareness, education, and appreciation of the art and life of American sculptor Richard Hunt. 

The Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation's vision is to ensure that future generations fully 

appreciate Richard Hunt by encouraging, inspiring, facilitating, educating, and supporting the 

public’s understanding of his work and his place in American and art history. In addition, the 

foundation aims to inspire the next generation of sculptors and artists.​
 

### 

 

More information about the Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation can be found on our website, 

Facebook, Instagram, Threads, and YouTube. 

 

To explore our Bloomberg Connects digital guide, visit this link or scan the QR code. 

 

Mailing Address: 
Richard Hunt Legacy Foundation​
1449 South Michigan Avenue 
Suite 13084​
Chicago, IL 60605 
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